
How to Add Survey Data (Point Files) to ArcMap 
By: Lee Woolsey USDA/NRCS 

 
• First you need to have your survey data saved in the proper format, a csv file works great. 

 
• Next you open up your csv file and add a line that describes your points.  The easting column should be 

labeled X, the northing column should be labeled Y and elevation should be labeled Z.  See below: 
 

       
• Save your changes and close the file…(Remember where you put it) 

 
• Next you go to ArcMap and add a base image (NAIP, Topo etc). 

 
• Click on tools and Add XY Data 

 

         
• Click on the folder icon to browse to the location of your points. 

              
 



 
 

• Locate your file and then click add. 

              
 
• Next click on the edit button (You need to set the projection and units of your points) 

              
 

• Click on Select  

              
 
 
 



 
• Select projected coordinate systems  

              
 

• Browse to the appropriate coordinate system (you need to know what coordinate system was used) 

           
 

                                               Select it and click Add. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
• Next click on Modify (this step is only if you surveyed in feet instead of meters) 

              
 

• Scroll down to Foot_US and then click Apply and OK. 

              
 

• Then click Apply and OK 

             



 
• And hopefully your points will appear…. 

             
 

• You can label your points with any of the attributes…but if you want to send them as a shapefile you will 
have to export them.  Right click on the point file and follow the directions. 

                     
 

•  Name it and save it where you want   
 


